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The Prime Minister announced the PEMERKASA Stimulus Package valued at RM20 billion on 
17 March 2021, with additional fiscal injection by the Government amounting to RM11 billion. 
 
Under the PEMERKASA, the focus would be on 20 strategic initiatives to boost economic 
growth, support businesses and continue targeted assistance to the people and sectors that 
are still affected due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Below are a select few of the highlights and tax initiatives under the PEMERKASA, including 
extension of a few measures previously announced under the preceding economic stimulus 
packages – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wage Subsidy Programme (“WSP”) 3.0

A further 3-months extension of the WSP 3.0 on a targeted 
approach is given to the tourism sector, wholesale and retail 
trading sector and businesses that were closed during the 
MCO, such as sports centers, gymnasiums and spas.  

Safe@Work Initiative  

A further tax deduction of up to RM50,000 be given to 
manufacturing companies and service companies (related 
to manufacturing) on expenses incurred for rental of 
premises and hostels for workers. To participate in this 
voluntary program, the companies must be registered with 
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry and must 
pass the Safe@Work compliance audit. Registration is open 
from 1 April 2021.   

COVID-19 tests 

Further tax deduction be given to employers who incur 
expenses to conduct COVID-19 tests for their employees up 
to 31 December 2021. 
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Further details will follow as and when they are made available. 

Tourism and other affected sectors 

The following initiatives are announced for the tourism and 
other affected sectors – 

i. Extension of tax incentives for tour operators until the 
year of assessment 2022. 

ii. Deferment of tax instalment payments allowed from 1 
April to 31 December 2021 for companies in the tourism 
industry and selected industries such as cinemas and 
spas. 

iii. Expansion of the scope of the special tax relief up to 
RM1,000 for individuals to cover the purchase of tourism 
packages from travel agents who are registered under 
the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture (MOTAC). 

iv. Extension of the tourism tax and service tax exemption 
for accommodation provided by hotel operators until 31 
December 2021. 

v. Exemption of entertainment duty on entrance fees to 
entertainment venues such as theme parks, stage 
performances, sporting events and competitions as well 
as all cinema screenings in the Federal Territories. 

vi. Exemption of Human Resource Development Fund levy 
for affected companies in the tourism and retail sector 
for the period until June 2021. 

Listing fees 
 To further encourage companies to raise funds through the 
stock market, listing fees will be waived for 12 months for 
companies applying to be listed on the MAIN, LEAP or ACE 
markets. 

Cash assistance initiatives 

 i. Employers who offer short-term work or are platform 
providers for gig services registered with PERKESO, will 
receive RM200 for each worker hired or placed. 

ii. One-off cash assistance of RM1,000 under Geran Khas 

Prihatin (“GKP”) 3.0 for micro, small and medium 

enterprises which had never received GKP before. 

Applications will be received from 1 April 2021. 

iii. One-off special assistance grant of RM3,000 for over 

5,000 tourist agencies registered with MOTAC. In 

addition, one-off cash assistance of RM600 will be given 

to homestay operators registered with MOTAC. 

iv. RM500 one-off payments to B40 group who have lost 

their income and for Bantuan Prihatin Rakyat recipients 

earning RM1,000 and below. 

 



 

 

 

For any enquiries or assistance, please contact any of the following: 

This publication is contributed by the Tax Department of Baker Tilly Malaysia. Whilst every effort has been made 

to ensure the accuracy and correctness of this publication, we make no representations or warranty, whether 

expressed or implied, about the accuracy, suitability, reliability or completeness of the information contained 

herein. Baker Tilly Malaysia, its employees, agents or related entities are not liable for any consequences of 

individuals acting in reliance on the information contained herein or for any decisions made based on it. 

Recipients should not act upon the information contained herein without obtaining professional advice 

customised to the applicable circumstances, requirements or needs. 

 


